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Principal, Jeff Stanton 

Dean of Students, Karen Hoyt   

3145 W Genesee St., Lapeer, MI  48446 
Ph (810) 538-2334, Fx (810) 538-2350 

Hours: Building 7am–5pm, Office 8am–5pm 
rw.lapeerschools.org 

The mission of Rolland Warner Middle School is to develop critical thinkers who have the necessary skills for future success. 

Greetings Rolland-Warner Year-Round Students & Parents 
 

 

 

Summer 2016 

 

Important Dates 

August 
Location/Times 

All 6-8 Year-Round 
Middle School students 
will begin their school 
year on August 1, 2016  
at the Rolland-Warner 
Campus.  The daily 
schedule will be 8:39am-
3:24pm.  

Once school begins for 
traditional calendar 
students, on Monday, 
August 29, 2016, the 
daily time schedule will 
revert to the RW and 
Zemmer times.  

8th grade students will 
have an opportunity to 
visit Zemmer toward the 
end of August during the 
school day.  At this time, 
8th grade students will be 
able to walk around, put 
their materials into their 
new lockers, and 
familiarize themselves 
with the building.  More 
information will be 
provided once school 
begins. 

 

 

 

 

 

We wanted to take a chance to share some information with you about the start of the 2016-2017 
school year. 

Below you will find information about your child’s core academic teachers (ELA, math, science, social 
studies, etc.) and a few other staff members.  We also want to make you aware of schedule pick-up 
dates, supplies needed, etc. so that you can plan ahead.   

We will be in the office until June 24th and then back again starting on July 25th.  Our office phone is 
810-538-2334.  If you need to contact someone regarding a schedule change, you can email our 
counselor, Mrs. Stegman-Stys at astegman-stys@lapeerschools.org or leave her a voicemail at 810-538-
2334, extension 3306.  She will retrieve calls and emails when she returns in late July. 

 
Mr. Jeff Stanton 
Principal, Rolland-Warner 

Before coming to Lapeer, I taught for 11 years. Most of this time was spent as a 3rd-5th 
grade Science teacher and a 5th grade teacher in Goodrich. For the past three years I 
have been the principal at Emma Murphy Elementary. I really enjoy watching all sports 
and the Detroit Lions are my favorite team. My hobbies include mountain biking, 
reading, and playing video games especially on Xbox One. I live in Grand Blanc with my 
wife Kathryn. My favorite thing about year round students is that they never take a 
break from their learning and they realize how important their education is.  

Mrs. Abbie Stegman-Stys 
7th grade and Year-Round counselor 

Past Experience:  7-12 Art Teacher for Dryden Community Schools 

Special Talent(s):  Drawing 

Favorite thing about Year-Round students:  Year-Round students are a close-knit group. 

Hobbies/Interests:  Reading, Decorating, Vacationing, Spending time with family 

Mrs. Jeannine Marthen 
6th grade Counselor 
Rolland-Warner Counseling Offices 

I have worked at Rolland-Warner for the past two years, but I have over 20 years’ 
experience working with students of all ages in counseling settings. I offer the students 
a non-judgment zone. This gives students the ability to open up to me with their 
feelings and thoughts and offer them ways to cope and understand why they may feel 
the way they do.  I connect with students during one on one or group work dealing with 
issues of friendships, teasing, and grade concerns. 

The family like atmosphere that comes with working with the YR students.  It reminds 
me of the small community I grew up in where all the students and their families knew 
each other. 

I enjoy time with my husband, daughters and 2 grandchildren, including traveling.  To 
decompress I love to repurpose a piece of furniture or whatever I can find, making 
something old new again. 

 

http://rw.lapeerschools.org/
mailto:astegman-stys@lapeerschools.org


 

 

ROLLAND-WARNER 6/7 Campus Summer 2016 

  

    

Year-Round 
Schedule  
Pick-Up Dates 
On Thursday, July 28, 
from 12pm-4pm, 6-8 
year-round middle school 
students are invited to 
attend a drop-in schedule 
pick-up session at the 
Rolland-Warner 6/7 
Campus.   

During this time, parents 
will come to fill out all 
pertinent information and 
students will have a 
chance to pick-up their 
schedules for August, 
walk around the building, 
and practice opening 
their lockers.   

Ms. Barb Bennett — Year-Round Special Education Teacher 

My teaching experience includes five years of teaching special education at Rolland-Warner in 
all of the content areas. Three of those years were focused primarily at the 8th grade level, but 
this past year, I spent working with 6th and 7th grade year-round students. I believe that my 
teaching niche is my ability to build strong relationships with my students and their families. I 
also have a very strong background in literacy instruction and enjoy helping my students to 

find a love of reading. I believe that the best part of working with year-round students is that I am able to 
work with both 6th and 7th grade students throughout the school year. I am really looking forward to helping 
the 6th grade students with their transition to Rolland-Warner and helping the 7th grade students to prepare 
for their transition to Zemmer Campus in 8th grade. When I am not teaching, I spend my time away from 
school reading, camping, gardening, and spending time with my family.  

Mr. Ben Brusie — Mathematics Teacher 

Location in Building:  Rolland Warner, room C105.  Zemmer, to be determined.  

Past Experience: I have taught at Lapeer schools the past seven years. During this time, I have 
had the opportunity to teach at all grade levels 6th-12th. During my experiences at building 
including a Lapeer High School, Zemmer, and Rolland Warner, I have gained a better insight 
into the needs of students as they advance through secondary mathematics.    

Unique Talent/Niche area:  I believe my base of knowledge in secondary mathematics and own struggles in 
math as a middle school student have helped me understand students’ needs in class.   

Favorite thing about working with YR students: We really have become a close community over the past two 
years. I enjoy working with students because I have been able to loop with them.  The year round staff 
members are all invested in students’ success as teacher, but working with year round students has provided 
more opportunities to help students grow through consecutive years of having the same students. I think this 
one characteristic of the year-round program at Rolland-Warner has created greater investment by students 
and staff and is creating greater rewards.  

Hobbies/Interests: I have a great family. I love spending time with them. I also enjoy woodworking and 
furniture making.  

Mr. Chris Ewald - Science 6th, 7th, & 8th grade Science 

Location in Building:  I will be in B116 at Rolland-Warner 

Past Experience:  I have taught 6th, 7th and 8th grade Science and Math 8 in the year-round 
program, 5th grade at Mayfield Elementary, Algebra, and 8th grade Social Studies. 

Unique Talent:  I am a patient teacher with high expectations for my students.  The students’ 
academic and social growth is both very important to me and I like to relate learning to 
everyday and future life. 

Favorite thing about working with YR students:  The opportunity to have the same core group of students 
over a three-year period will allow me to make more of an impact on the students because I will be able to 
know and understand them on a deeper level.   

Hobbies /Interests:  Following all professional and collegiate teams in Michigan is a passion of mine.  I would 
consider myself a huge sports fan.  Being in the outdoors hunting and fishing is where you will see me every 
chance I get.  I have been as far as Wyoming and into upper Canada on my outdoor adventures. 

Mrs. Kellie Johnson - Year-Round 7th grade math and 6th grade ELA 

Location in Building:   I will be in room C-106 

Past Experience:  I taught 5th grade at North Branch Elementary for 3 years, 5th grade and 
Kindergarten at Maple Grove, 6th and 7th grade math, as well as algebra at Zemmer, and 6th 
grade ELA at Zemmer Middle School.  This will be my second year as part of the year-round 
team at RW. 

Unique Talent:  I love working with middle school students, they are at such an interesting place in life as 
they grow and develop from children to adolescents.   Middle school students make each day new and 
exciting; there is never a dull moment!  I work hard to make my classroom an enjoyable place where 
everyone feels safe and cared for, and that everyone’s unique differences are appreciated and important. 

Favorite thing about working with YR students:  I enjoy working with year round students because they seem 
fresher and more relaxed due to their frequent breaks throughout the school year.  When they are at school 
they seem more ready to learn and work hard to do their best, knowing that there will be little break just 
around the corner! 

Hobbies/Interests:  When not in school I love water sports, reading, and spending time with my family. 



 

 

ROLLAND-WARNER 6/7 Campus Summer 2016 

  

    

Traditional School 
Year Schedule 
Pick-Up Dates 

6th and 7th Grade  

August 16, 2016 
12:00-7:00pm 
Last names A-K  
Traditional Calendar 
Schedule Pick-Up @ RW 
Campus 

August 18, 2016 
12:00-7:00pm 
Last names L-Z Traditional 
Calendar Schedule Pick-Up 
@ RW Campus 

-photos taken for all 6/7 
grade students 

-balanced calendar 
students will pick up their 
schedules for the 
traditional year 

 

8th Grade  

August 18, 2016 
2:00pm-7:00pm  
@ Zemmer, gym 

August 19, 2016 
9:00am-2:00pm  
@ Zemmer, gym 

-photos taken for all 8th 
grade students 

-balanced calendar 
students will pick up their 
schedules for the 
traditional year 

 

 

 

Mrs. Miller-Chaffin - ELA 7 and Composition 7 teacher 

Location in Building: C-108 

I just finished my 19th year of teaching for LCS!  I have taught from Early 5's to 8th Grade.  I 
am excited to be teaching in the 6th Grade Springboard and 7th Grade ELA position this year! 

Middle School students are my favorite age group to teach.  They are continuing to grow and 
figure out who they really are.  I believe middle school students need confidence,  

encouragement, self-esteem, and an amazing academic experience where they are engaged learners.  I am 
determined to encourage these qualities in my students! 

I have been teaching in the year round position since it opened and am excited to continue to work with this 
schedule.  Year round is a unique opportunity to feel fresh and rejuvenated at all times during the school 
year.  I believe this leads to exceptional academic growth. 

I am looking forward to working with the 6th and 7th grade students this year!  Let's have an excellent 2016-
2017 school year! 

Mr. David Sweeney - English/Language Arts and Social Studies Teacher 

Location in Building: C-104 

Past Experience: This is my ninth year teaching for Lapeer Community Schools and my fourth 
year teaching in the year-round program. 

Unique Talent/Niche area:  Whether it is essays, narratives, or short stories, teaching 
students to become stronger writers is an aspect of teaching that I especially enjoy. Also,  

thanks to the year-round schedule, I am able to travel extensively and experience different cultures.  These 
experiences are shared with my students and incorporated into many of my lessons.       

Favorite thing about working with YR students: We have a great learning community. My favorite part is 
getting to know the students over their three years in the program.   

Hobbies/Interests:  When not teaching, I am an avid mountain and road cyclist.  Also, traveling to new and 
interesting places is an important hobby of mine.    

Mrs. LeiLani Ward - Health/PE Teacher, Rolland-Warner  

Past Experience: I have 21 years of experience teaching at the middle school level.  Most of 
that time has been spent teaching applied sciences through technology, but I have also 
taught Health and English.  I also spent 3 years in the elementary and most recently I have 
worked with seniors teaching technological skills. 

Unique Talent:  Energetic and fun-loving would be the best words to describe myself. I love 
the unique challenges that accompany working with middle school students.  You just never know what to 
expect from day to day and so you have to be prepared for anything, which makes teaching exciting.  Middle 
School students color my world. 

Hobbies/Interest:   I spend most of my time with my family. This year is a new experience, not only is it my 
first year in year-round school but, we also just sent our youngest child off to college. I'm an adventurer who 
loves new experiences. I like racquet sports, hiking, camping and anything that will get me outside. But most 
importantly, being Hawaiian, I need water.  I love to body board and am in the ocean whenever possible.  

Mrs. Sally Wolfer - 6-8th grade Social Studies teacher 

Location: Room C-103 at RW 

Past Experience: In the last twenty-one years, I have taught all grades except for 
kindergarten.  This will be my sixteenth year teaching for Lapeer Community Schools. For the 
last 6 years, my experience at LCS has been in the middle school teaching Social Studies. 

Unique Talent:  Getting to know students and their interests both in the classroom and 
outside of it.  Often, these relationships are forged due to the annual Washington, D.C. trip, Pep Club, or 
athletics. Having children of my own allows me to understand what the current trends are as well as what 
students at this age are into so that when they share, I understand 

Favorite thing about year-round:  I love the ability to team!  Year-round also provides the ability to loop with 
students.  After several years, the students and I know so much about one another.  We learn about one 
another’s likes and dislikes, strengths, and weaknesses, accolades and defeats both in the classroom as well 
as athletically and club involvement.  A true family is formed! 

Hobbies/Interests: I love to travel!  The year-round schedule allows unlimited traveling.   

 

 

 

 

 


